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Empowering Youths to Create Jobs

Business & Enterprise Start-up Tool (BEST)

· Are you a youth from any profession who has not yet got that rewarding and satisfying achievement you always dreamt of after completing studies? 

· Are you an adult or a professional not satisfied with your current income and willing to explore other alternative income generating opportunities around you to earn a decent living and take control of your own destiny?

· Are you ambitious, motivated and willing to venture into private enterprise and walk the road of successful business people?
If any of your answers to the above questions is YES, then read on. 
Enterprise Uganda with support from the government of Uganda launched an initiative in 2007 to provide entrepreneurship and business skills to the youth to enable them start their own businesses as an alternative to chasing few jobs. The overall objective of the BEST programme is to build the capacity of young people to participate in employment creation to reduce unemployment rates.

Unemployment particularly among the youth is a major concern to Government. The common impediments include lack of entrepreneurship and business acumen and limited access to affordable finance. 
In Uganda, for every one job in the formal sector, there are over 50 people struggling for it. Thousands of new graduates compete with those who completed earlier for the few jobs made available each year. This means the majority of new entrants in the labour market every year hardly find gainful work.
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Kampala Youths in a workshop in Nakawa, August 2009
The 5-day BEST training equips the youth with the confidence and practical skills to start and run successful enterprises. It identifies and confronts negative attitudes, beliefs which act as obstacles to creating jobs by young people and re-orientates mindsets suited for a globalized business village. It also builds their skills to tap natural creativity and innovation in identifying business opportunities; offers practical literacy in financial discipline; explores the various sources and management of capital; and offers advice on the choice of business partners. 

BEST does not necessarily promise the youth a smooth sailing after the training. NO! The reality is that business success is never easy. But the training is able to point to the participants the typical pitfalls that, if not averted, could make the entrepreneurship choice more agonizing. 
The BEST training will be followed with a complimentary Business Plan Advisory Clinics in which the trainees are assisted by Business Development advisers to sharpen their business ideas and prepare a Business Plan for its implementation. Outstanding business start-ups and are selected and the promoters awarded prizes.
Since the program kicked off 7431 youths have been trained in 13 workshops – 6 in Kampala and 7 upcountry in Nebbi, Mbarara, Bushenyi, Kamuli, Buyende and Rukungiri Districts. With just one week’s practical training and a few post-training follow ups, our educated youths have regained control of their destinies through private enterprise and have created jobs for themselves and other youth and in some cases their parents.
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Bakeinyaga Jonus started her drug shop in Rutooma, Mbarara District  

To register for the next training workshop, please contact ENTERPRISE UGANDA at the address indicated below and complete a registration form. Only limited places are available on first come first served basis.
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Bushenyi Youths participate in the training in September 2009
Fee: Shs. 50,000/= only per person and covers costs for venue, meals, and stationery.
ENTERPRISE UGANDA

Plot 38 Lumumba Avenue, Nakasero.  
P.O. Box 24581, KAMPALA.

MTN: 0312-382100;

UTL: (0414) 251810, 343204 

E-mail: info@enterprise.co.ug; admin.sec@enterprise.co.ug   

Website: www.enterprise.co.ug  
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	ENTERPRISE UGANDA

Promoting Enterprise Growth and Excellence
Empowering Youths to Create Jobs Programme

Registration Form



	Name(s)
	Date:



	Nationality
	Sex
	Age


	Year of 

completion
	Qualification



	Telephone 

contact(s)
	E-mail: 

	District
	Town


	Signature:



	How did you hear about this programme? Please tick

Newspaper          Posters    Fliers    Radio    TV          Friend         e-mail     sms        Website 




N.B. Please bring this form when you come to register and make payments


	ENTERPRISE UGANDA

Promoting Enterprise Growth and Excellence
Empowering Youths to Create Jobs Programme

Parent/Guardian Form



	Name(s) of Parent/Guardian
	No. of Students
	Male
	Female



	Parent/Guardian Tel contact(s)
	E-mail:



	Name of Student:
	Qualification


	Age
	Sex
	Year completed



	University attended
	Tertiary Institution attended



	Youth’s Tel contact(s)
	E-mail:



	District
	Town
	Signature




N.B. Please bring this form when you come to register and make payments
ENTERPRISE UGANDA


Promoting Enterprise Growth and Excellence
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